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Abstract

This paper examined the relationship between religious education, security challenges, and national
development in Nigeria. Through a comprehensive examination of various facets of religious
education, the paper investigates the nexus between national development and the role of religious
education in Nigeria. The recognition of religious freedom as enshrined in the Nigerian Constitution
provides a foundational perspective, emphasising the importance of accommodating diverse religious
beliefs in the country. The study begins by delving into the landscape of religious education in both
public and private schools, evaluating their contributions to Nigeria's development. Next, it examines
the impact of religious education on national unity, moral values, economic development, and political
stability. Further, the role of religious education in promoting social cohesion and national identity is
explored, emphasizing its significance in preparing students for the challenges of a globalised world.
The paper advocates for the promotion of intercultural and interfaith dialogue, aiming to foster
critical thinking, empathy, and a deep understanding of diverse religious and cultural practices.
While recognising the positive aspects of religious education, the study also scrutinises its limitations
in contributing to national development. Overall, the research proposed strategies to enhance the
effectiveness of religious education in Nigeria and the potential strategies for improving the country’s
religious education policies.

Keywords: Religious Education, Security Challenges, National Development

Introduction

Religion has been a crucial aspect of Nigerian society for centuries. The country is home to a
diverse range of religions, including Christianity, Islam, traditional African religions, and
others. Religion has played a significant role in shaping Nigeria's culture, politics, and
identity, and continues to do so today. Christianity was first introduced to Nigeria by
European missionaries in the 19th century, and today it is the largest religion in the country,
with approximately 50% of the population identifying as Christian. The majority of Nigerian
Christians are Roman Catholic or Protestant, but there are also smaller Christian
denominations. Islam, which was introduced to Nigeria by Arab traders in the 11th century,
is the second-largest religion in Nigeria, with approximately 43% of the population
identifying as Muslim. Most Nigerian Muslims are Sunni, but there are also smaller Shia and
Ahmadiyya Muslim communities. In addition to Christianity and Islam, traditional African
religions continue to be practiced by a significant minority of Nigerians, particularly in rural
areas. These religions are often based on the worship of ancestral spirits and deities, and
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involve a complex system of rituals and beliefs. Religious diversity in Nigeria has sometimes
led to tensions and conflicts, particularly between Christians and Muslims. However, many
Nigerians also see religion as a source of unity and strength, and religious leaders often play
an important role in promoting peace and reconciliation. Overall, religion continues to be a
vital part of Nigerian society and culture, and its impact on the country is likely to be felt for
many years to come.

Religious education has been an integral part of Nigeria's educational system, and it has
contributed to the development of the country's human resources. However, in recent years,
Nigeria has faced several security challenges, including terrorism, kidnapping, and
communal conflicts. This work explores the relationship between religious education,
security challenges, and national development in Nigeria. Religious education is an essential
component of Nigeria's educational system. The Nigerian Constitution recognizes the right
of every citizen to freedom of religion and worship. As a result, religious education is
offered in both public and private schools in Nigeria. In public schools, religious education
is usually taught as a separate subject, while in private schools, it is often integrated into the
curriculum. Religious education has played a vital role in Nigeria's development. It has
contributed to the moral and spiritual development of students, promoting ethical values
such as honesty, integrity, and respect for human dignity. Religious education has also
helped to foster religious tolerance and understanding among different religious groups in
Nigeria.

However, despite the presence of religion, Nigeria has faced several security challenges in
recent years, including terrorism, kidnapping, and communal conflicts. These security
challenges have had a negative impact on the country's development. The Boko Haram
insurgency, for example, has caused significant economic and social disruption in Nigeria's
north-eastern region. The conflict has led to the displacement of millions of people,
disrupted economic activities, and hampered development in the region. Communal
conflicts and ethnic tensions have also contributed to Nigeria's security challenges. These
conflicts have been fueled by competition for land and resources, as well as religious and
ethnic differences. They have led to the loss of lives and property, disrupted economic
activities, and created a climate of fear and insecurity.

Religious education has the potential to contribute to peace building and conflict resolution
in Nigeria. It can promote religious tolerance and understanding among different religious
groups, thereby reducing the likelihood of conflict. Religious education can also help to
foster a sense of community and shared values, which can serve as a bulwark against
extremist ideologies. However, the effectiveness of religious education in addressing
Nigeria's security challenges has been limited by several factors. One of the main challenges
is the politicization of religion. Political leaders in Nigeria have often used religion as a tool
to mobilize support and gain political advantage. This has led to the manipulation of
religious sentiments and the exploitation of religious differences for political ends. Another
challenge is the inadequate training of religious educators. According to Adeyemi (2012)
many religious educators lack the knowledge and skills necessary to teach about the
complex issues related to religion and security in Nigeria. There is a need for training
programs that provide religious educators with the necessary skills to teach about religion
and security in a way that promotes tolerance and understanding.
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Nexus between National Development and Religious Education in Nigeria

Religious education can also contribute to Nigeria's national development. It can help to
promote social cohesion and foster a sense of national identity. Religious education can also
prepare students for the challenges of the globalized world by providing them with the
knowledge and skills necessary to engage with people from different religious and cultural
backgrounds. However, the effectiveness of religious education in contributing to national
development in Nigeria has been limited by several factors. One of the main challenges is
the poor quality of education in Nigeria. Nigeria's education system is characterized by low
funding, inadequate infrastructure, and poor teacher training. This has led to a decline in the
quality of education, including religious education. Religious education plays a crucial role
in Nigeria, where religion is an integral part of society and culture. Religious education
encompasses a wide range of topics, including theology, history, ethics, and philosophy, and
provides students with a deeper understanding of their faith and its role in their lives. One
of the primary benefits of religious education is that it helps students develop a sense of
morality and ethics. By studying the teachings of their faith, students learn about right and
wrong, good and evil, and the importance of making ethical decisions in their daily lives.
This can help students become more compassionate, empathetic, and responsible
individuals, and can have a positive impact on their relationships with others (Adewumi,
2019).

Religious education also plays a critical role in promoting social cohesion and national
identity in Nigeria. With its diverse religious landscape, Nigeria has long struggled with
religious tensions and conflicts. However, religious education can help promote tolerance
and understanding between different faiths, and can help students develop a sense of
national pride and identity. In addition to its social and ethical benefits, religious education
can also have a positive impact on students' academic and professional success. Many
employers value employees with a strong moral and ethical foundation, and religious
education can help students develop the skills and character traits necessary to succeed in
their chosen fields. Despite its many benefits, religious education in Nigeria faces a number
of challenges. One major challenge is the lack of qualified teachers and resources. Many
schools lack the necessary funding and support to provide quality religious education,
which can limit students' access to this important subject. Another challenge is the tendency
for religious education to become politicized. In some cases, politicians and religious leaders
have used religious education as a tool for promoting their own agendas, rather than
focusing on the needs of students. To address these challenges, there is a need for greater
investment in religious education in Nigeria, including improved teacher training and
greater support for schools and teachers. Additionally, there should be a focus on promoting
an objective, non-political approach to religious education, and on providing students with a
balanced and comprehensive understanding of their faith. Therefore, in whole, it can be said
that religious education plays an important role in Nigeria, helping to promote morality,
social cohesion, and academic success. By investing in religious education and addressing its
challenges, Nigeria can help ensure that its citizens have the skills, knowledge, and character
traits necessary to succeed in a rapidly changing world.

Recognition of Religious Freedom in the Nigerian Constitution

Religious freedom is a fundamental human right that is recognized and protected by
international law. In Nigeria, religious freedom is enshrined in the country’s constitution,
which provides a framework for the protection and promotion of the right to freedom of
religion or belief. The Nigerian Constitution recognizes the right of every individual to
freedom of thought, conscience, and religion. Article 38(1) of the Constitution states that
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"every person shall be entitled to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, including
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom (either alone or in community with
others, and in public or in private) to manifest and propagate his religion or belief in
worship, teaching, practice and observance." This constitutional provision ensures that all
Nigerians have the right to freely practice their religion or belief, without fear of
discrimination or persecution. It also protects the right of individuals to change their religion
or belief, and to openly express and share their religious beliefs with others. In addition to
the constitutional protection of religious freedom, Nigeria has also ratified international
human rights treaties that recognize and protect the right to freedom of religion or belief.
These include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, and the African Charter on Human and Peoples” Rights. Despite
the constitutional and international recognition of religious freedom in Nigeria, there have
been instances of religious discrimination and violence in the country. This has been
particularly evident in the conflicts between Christians and Muslims in certain parts of the
country. These conflicts have led to the loss of countless lives, and have threatened the
stability and unity of the country.

To address these challenges, there is a need for greater respect for religious freedom and
tolerance in Nigeria. This includes greater awareness of the right to freedom of religion or
belief, and the importance of promoting respect and understanding between different
religious communities. It also includes greater efforts to combat discrimination and violence
against individuals on the basis of their religion or belief. Therefore, the recognition of
religious freedom in the Nigerian Constitution is an important step towards ensuring that all
Nigerians are able to freely practice their religion or belief. However, there is still work to be
done to ensure that this right is fully respected and protected, and that individuals are able
to live in peace and harmony with others of different religions or beliefs.

Religious Education in Public and Private Schools

Religious education has been a contentious issue in both public and private schools around
the world. In some countries, religious education is mandated by the government, while in
others it is left to the discretion of private schools. In this school, we will explore the role of
religious education in both public and private schools, and its impact on students' spiritual
and moral development. Public schools are generally secular and do not promote any
specific religion. However, some countries require religious education to be taught in public
schools as part of the curriculum (Coley, et al, 2013). For example, in the United Kingdom,
religious education is a compulsory subject in all state-funded schools, although parents
have the right to withdraw their children from the classes. In the United States, public
schools are prohibited from promoting or endorsing any particular religion, but they are
allowed to teach about religion in an objective and academic manner (Jackson, 2016). This is
different from what obtains in Nigeria, though some forms of discriminations are noticeable
in different parts of the country. Private schools, on the other hand, have more freedom to
incorporate religious education into their curriculum. Nucci (2018) opines that, many private
schools are founded on religious principles and beliefs, and require students to participate in
religious activities and attend religious classes. In some cases, private schools may also
receive government funding and be subject to regulations that require them to meet certain
academic standards (Schwadel, 2017).

The role of religious education in both public and private schools is often debated.
Proponents argue that religious education provides a strong moral foundation for students,
and helps to instil values such as compassion, empathy, and respect for others. They also
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argue that it helps students to better understand the cultural and historical context of
religion, and promotes religious tolerance and understanding. Critics, however, argue that
religious education can be divisive, and may promote a specific religious ideology that is not
inclusive of all students (Schwadel, 2017). They also argue that it can be difficult to teach
religious education objectively, and that it may be better left to parents or religious
institutions outside of the school setting. Despite these debates, research has shown that
religious education can have a positive impact on students' spiritual and moral
development. Studies have found that students who participate in religious education
classes are more likely to have a sense of purpose and meaning in life, and are less likely to
engage in risky behaviours such as drug use and delinquency. They are also more likely to
be involved in community service and volunteerism. So, the role of religious education in
public and private schools is complex and often contentious. While it can provide students
with a strong moral foundation and promote religious tolerance and understanding, it can
also be divisive and exclusionary. (Smith, 2015) Ultimately, it is up to individual schools and
parents to decide whether to incorporate religious education into their curriculum, and how
to approach it in an objective and inclusive manner.

Contributions of Religious Education to Nigeria’s Development
These are few contributions of religious education to national development.

Religious Education and National Unity:

One of the primary contributions of religious education to Nigeria's development is the
promotion of national unity. Religious education promotes the idea of universal
brotherhood and promotes peaceful coexistence among people of different faiths. Religious
education teaches the values of love, respect, and tolerance for others, which are essential for
building a harmonious and united society (Abdulkadrir et al, 2019). It encourages
individuals to live together in peace and harmony, regardless of their religious affiliations.

Religious Education and Moral Values:

Another significant contribution of religious education to Nigeria's development is the
promotion of moral values. Religious education instills ethical values such as honesty,
integrity, and self-discipline in individuals, which are essential for personal and societal
development. These values are also important in the fight against corruption, which is a
significant impediment to Nigeria's development (Adegbite, 2018).

Religious Education and Economic Development:

Religious education also contributes to Nigeria's economic development by promoting
entrepreneurship and job creation. Many religious organizations in Nigeria run schools,
hospitals, and other social enterprises that provide employment opportunities for thousands
of people. Religious education also teaches the values of hard work, thrift, and financial
management, which are essential for economic growth and development.

Religious Education and Political Development:

Religious education has played a significant role in Nigeria's political development. Many
religious leaders in Nigeria have been vocal in their advocacy for good governance,
accountability, and transparency (Ibrahim, 2019). They have also played a crucial role in the
peaceful resolution of conflicts and the promotion of democratic values (Ibrahim and
Adeyinka, 2013).
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The Need for Training Programme for Religious Educators in Nigeria

Religious education is an essential component of the Nigerian educational system. It
provides students with the knowledge, values, and attitudes necessary to understand and
appreciate the diversity of religious beliefs and practices in the country. In Nigeria, religious
education is offered in both public and private schools and is taught by religious educators
who are expected to be knowledgeable and skilled in their teaching. However, religious
educators in Nigeria are faced with several challenges, including a lack of training
programmes to equip them with the necessary skills and knowledge to teach effectively
(Alamu, 2018).

Importance of Training Programmes for Religious Educators:

Training programmes for religious educators are essential for several reasons. First, training
programmes help religious educators to develop the necessary skills and knowledge to teach
religious education effectively. This includes knowledge of the religious traditions and
beliefs, effective teaching methods, and techniques for assessing learning outcomes.
Secondly, training programmes provide religious educators with opportunities to network
with other educators and learn from their experiences. This promotes collaboration and the
sharing of best practices, which can improve the quality of religious education in Nigeria.
Finally, training programmes can help religious educators to stay current with emerging
trends and issues in religious education, such as the integration of technology in teaching
(Babajide, 2017).

Benefits of Training Programmes for Religious Educators:

Training programmes for religious educators have several potential benefits. First, training
programmes can improve the quality of religious education in Nigeria by equipping
educators with the necessary skills and knowledge to teach effectively. This can lead to
better learning outcomes for students and a greater appreciation for religious diversity.
Secondly, training programmes can help to address the challenges faced by religious
educators, such as a lack of resources and inadequate support. This can improve job
satisfaction and retention rates among religious educators. Finally, training programmes can
help to promote professionalism among religious educators, which can enhance the status
and credibility of religious education in Nigeria.

Therefore, there is the need for training programmes for religious educators in Nigeria
cannot be overemphasized. These programmes are essential for equipping religious
educators with the necessary skills and knowledge to teach effectively, improving the
quality of religious education in Nigeria, and addressing the challenges faced by religious
educators. It is therefore important for policymakers, educators, and other stakeholders to
prioritize the development and implementation of training programmes for religious
educators in Nigeria.22

National Development and Religious Education in Nigeria

Religious education has significant importance in promoting national development. Firstly,
it helps to shape the moral and ethical values of individuals, which is crucial for maintaining
social cohesion and national stability. Secondly, religious education promotes social
responsibility and community development, which can contribute to the nation's economic
growth. Thirdly, religious education promotes critical thinking and problem-solving skills,
which are vital for the development of a knowledge-based economy.
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Religious Education and Addressing Developmental Challenges: Religious education can
also be used to address various developmental challenges facing Nigeria. For example, it can
be used to promote peaceful coexistence between different religious groups and address the
issue of religious intolerance. Religious education can also be used to promote gender
equality and address issues of corruption and social injustice.

Partnerships between Religious Institutions and Government Agencies: To promote national
development through religious education, there is a need for strategic partnerships between
religious institutions and government agencies. These partnerships can help to address the
gap between policy formulation and implementation. Religious institutions can play a
significant role in supporting government efforts by providing expertise and resources. The
government, on the other hand, can provide support in terms of policy frameworks,
funding, and infrastructure.

Policy Implications: To fully harness the potential of religious education in promoting
national development, there is a need for policymakers to recognize the vital role of
religious education. There is also a need for policies that support the integration of religious
education into the broader education system. This integration should also take into
consideration the diversity of religious beliefs in Nigeria (Oyewumi, 2019).

Therefore, religious education plays a significant role in promoting national development in
Nigeria. The potential of religious education to address various developmental challenges
facing the country cannot be overemphasized. Therefore, there is a need for strategic
partnerships between religious institutions and government agencies to drive national
development. Additionally, policymakers should recognize the importance of religious
education and develop policies that support its integration into the broader education
system.

Role of Religious Education in Promoting Social Cohesion and National Identity in
Nigeria

The diversity of religions and cultures in Nigeria can create challenges for social cohesion
and national identity. Religious education, both in public and private schools, can help to
promote social cohesion and national identity by fostering understanding, tolerance, and
respect for different religions and cultures. This section explores the role of religious
education in promoting social cohesion and national identity in Nigeria.

Role of Religious Education in Promoting Social Cohesion: Religious education promotes
social cohesion by fostering mutual understanding, tolerance, and respect among people of
different religions and cultures. Religious education helps individuals to understand the
teachings and practices of their own religion and those of others. It also teaches individuals
to respect the beliefs and practices of others, even if they do not share the same beliefs. This
understanding and respect for other religions can help to prevent social and religious
conflicts.

Religious education also plays a role in promoting social cohesion by providing a sense of
belonging and identity for individuals. It helps individuals to identify with their religious
communities and to understand the values and principles that are important to their
religion. This sense of belonging and identity can help to create a shared sense of purpose
and values, which can contribute to social cohesion.
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Role of Religious Education in Promoting National Identity: Religious education also plays a
role in promoting national identity by fostering a sense of patriotism and national pride. It
can help individuals to understand the history, culture, and traditions of their country, and
to appreciate the diversity that exists within it. This understanding and appreciation of
diversity can help to create a shared sense of national identity, which is essential for a stable
and peaceful society.

Religious education can also promote national identity by instilling values such as honesty,
respect, and responsibility in individuals. These values are essential for the development of
a strong and prosperous nation. Religious education can also provide individuals with the
skills and knowledge they need to contribute to the development of their country. This can
include skills such as leadership, communication, and problem-solving. In sum, religious
education plays a critical role in promoting social cohesion and national identity in Nigeria.
It fosters understanding, tolerance, and respect for different religions and cultures, and
provides a sense of belonging and identity for individuals. Religious education also
promotes national identity by fostering patriotism, instilling values, and providing
individuals with the skills and knowledge they need to contribute to national development.
To strengthen the role of religious education in national development, there is a need for
training programmes for religious educators, collaboration between religious leaders and
educators, and government support for religious education in public and private schools
(Oyewole, 2017).

Importance of Religious Education in Preparing Students for the Globalized World

In the current era of globalization, the world has become a global village, with rapid
advancements in technology, communication, and transportation. As a result, it has become
increasingly important to prepare students for the diverse and complex world they will
encounter. One of the ways to achieve this is through religious education. Religious
education plays a vital role in shaping the mindset of students, and it can prepare them for
the globalized world in several ways.

Promoting Intercultural and Interfaith Dialogue:

Religious education helps to promote intercultural and interfaith dialogue, which is essential
in a globalized world. Through religious education, students learn about different religious
and cultural practices, and they develop an appreciation for the diversity of the world.
Additionally, religious education fosters an understanding of the similarities and differences
between different religions and cultures, which can promote tolerance and respect for other
people's beliefs and practices (Oyewole, 2017).

Enhancing Critical Thinking and Empathy:

Religious education promotes critical thinking and empathy, which are essential skills for
students to navigate the complex and diverse world. Students learn to analyze and evaluate
different religious and cultural practices critically. They learn to question, reason, and think
deeply about the issues they encounter. Additionally, religious education fosters empathy,
as students learn to see the world from different perspectives and develop a deeper
understanding of other people's experiences and beliefs.

Fostering Moral and Ethical Values:

Religious education plays a crucial role in fostering moral and ethical values in students.
Through religious education, students learn about the importance of compassion, kindness,
honesty, and justice. Additionally, religious education helps students to develop a sense of
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responsibility and accountability, which is essential in creating a better and more just world
Cantoni and Zygmunt, 2016).

Understanding Different Religious and Cultural Practices:

Religious education helps students to understand different religious and cultural practices
and to respect them. It enables them to recognize the significance of different cultural and
religious practices and to appreciate the diversity of the world. Additionally, religious
education teaches students the importance of respecting the rights and beliefs of others,
leading to a more peaceful and harmonious world (Grimmitt, 2014).

Therefore, it is right to say that religious education plays a vital role in preparing students
for the globalized world. It promotes intercultural and interfaith dialogue, enhances critical
thinking and empathy, fosters moral and ethical values, and helps students to understand
different religious and cultural practices. Therefore, it is essential to include religious
education in the curriculum to prepare students for the diverse and complex world they will
encounter.

Limitations to the Effectiveness of Religious Education in Contributing to National
Development

Religious education has been recognized as an important tool for national development in
Nigeria, with the potential to promote social cohesion and prepare students for the
globalized world. Religious education is considered a core component of the Nigerian
education system and is provided in both public and private schools. Despite the significant
investments made in religious education in Nigeria, there are limitations to its effectiveness
in contributing to national development. This section presents a critical review of the
limitations to the effectiveness of religious education in Nigeria.

Inadequate funding is one of the key limitations to the effectiveness of religious education in
Nigeria. The government has made significant investments in religious education, but these
investments are not sufficient to meet the growing demand for religious education in the
country. The lack of adequate funding has resulted in inadequate infrastructure, lack of
standard curriculum, and insufficient monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. Another
limitation to the effectiveness of religious education in Nigeria is the lack of qualified
teachers. Many religious education teachers are not adequately trained or qualified to teach
the subject. This results in low quality of teaching, which affects the quality of education that
students receive.

Inadequate infrastructure is another limitation to the effectiveness of religious education in
Nigeria. Many schools lack basic facilities such as classrooms, libraries, and laboratories.
This affects the quality of education that students receive and hinders the ability of teachers
to effectively deliver religious education. The lack of standard curriculum is also a limitation
to the effectiveness of religious education in Nigeria. The absence of a standard curriculum
makes it difficult to ensure consistency and quality in the delivery of religious education.
Finally, insufficient monitoring and evaluation mechanisms are a limitation to the
effectiveness of religious education in Nigeria. There are no standardized methods for
monitoring and evaluating the quality of religious education in the country, which makes it
difficult to identify areas of improvement and track progress over time.

Addressing the limitations to the effectiveness of religious education in Nigeria will require
significant investments in education infrastructure, capacity building for teachers,
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curriculum development, and monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. The government
should allocate more funds to religious education, develop standard curriculum, and
establish monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to ensure quality and consistency in the
delivery of religious education. The government should also invest in capacity building for
teachers to ensure that they are adequately trained and qualified to teach the subject. With
these measures in place, religious education in Nigeria can effectively contribute to national
development by promoting social cohesion, preparing students for the globalized world,
and fostering moral and ethical values among students (Adediji and Abogunrin, 2017).

Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations

Religious education has played a significant role in the development of Nigeria. Nigeria is a
country with diverse religious beliefs, consisting of Christians, Muslims, and traditionalists.
The importance of religious education in Nigeria cannot be overemphasized. It has
contributed significantly to the development of the country, promoting social cohesion,
inculcating moral values, and shaping the beliefs and values of the society. However, the
effectiveness of religious education in contributing to national development has been
hindered by various challenges. This section provides a summary of the importance of
religious education in Nigeria's development.

Contribution of Religious Education to National Development: Religious education has
contributed to Nigeria's development in various ways. Firstly, it has played a significant role
in shaping the values and beliefs of the society. Religious education has helped in promoting
the values of honesty, integrity, and justice, which are essential for national development.
Secondly, it has contributed to the promotion of social cohesion by promoting religious
tolerance and understanding among people of different religions. Thirdly, religious
education has been instrumental in the inculcation of moral values in the citizens, which has
helped in promoting a culture of good behaviour and ethical conduct in the society. Finally,
religious education has played a critical role in the education and training of the citizens,
which is essential for the development of the country.

Challenges Facing Religious Education in Nigeria: Despite the contributions of religious
education to Nigeria's development, it is faced with various challenges. Firstly, the lack of
standardization in religious education has made it difficult to evaluate its effectiveness in
promoting national development. Secondly, there is a lack of collaboration between the
government, religious institutions, and other stakeholders in promoting religious education,
which has hindered its effectiveness. Thirdly, the issue of religious fundamentalism has been
a significant challenge to the promotion of religious education in Nigeria. Finally,
inadequate funding for religious education has hindered its effectiveness in promoting
national development.

Possible Solutions: To address the challenges facing religious education in Nigeria, there is
a need for collaboration between the government, religious institutions, and other
stakeholders. The government should provide the necessary funding for religious education
and ensure that it is standardized. There should be a curriculum that promotes religious
tolerance and understanding among people of different religions. Religious institutions
should also collaborate with the government to promote religious education and ensure that
the citizens are adequately educated and trained.

In conclusion, religious education has played a significant role in promoting Nigeria's
development. It has contributed to the promotion of social cohesion, inculcation of moral
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values, and shaping the beliefs and values of the society. However, the effectiveness of
religious education in contributing to national development has been hindered by various
challenges. There is a need for collaboration between the government, religious institutions,
and other stakeholders to promote religious education for national development.

The following are recommendations for improving religious education in Nigeria for
national development. To address these challenges and improve the effectiveness of
religious education in Nigeria, several recommendations can be made:

1. Enhance teacher training programmes: Training programmes for religious education
teachers should be improved to ensure they have the necessary knowledge, skills,
and competencies to provide effective religious education. This can include
providing ongoing professional development opportunities and mentoring support.

2. Develop a standardized religious education curriculum: A standardized curriculum
for religious education should be developed and implemented across Nigeria. This
will help to ensure consistency in the quality of religious education provided to
students, regardless of where they live or attend school.

3. Promote interfaith dialogue: Interfaith dialogue should be encouraged in schools to
promote understanding and tolerance among students of different religions. This can
include organizing interfaith events and activities, promoting cultural exchange
programmes, and providing opportunities for students to learn about different
religious traditions.

4. Provide adequate resources: Adequate resources should be provided to schools to
support religious education. This includes providing textbooks, teaching aids, and
other materials needed to enhance the learning experience. (Adediji and Abogunrin,
2017).
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